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Dr. Yealy:

We wish to submit an original Images in Emergency Medicine feature entitled “A Woman with a Headache and Vision Changes” for consideration by Annals of Emergency Medicine.

We confirm that this work is original and has not been published elsewhere, nor is it currently under consideration for publication elsewhere. We confirm that the manuscript has been read and approved by all named authors and that there are no other persons who satisfied the criteria for authorship but are not listed. We further confirm that the order of authors listed in the manuscript has been approved by all.

In this article, we illustrate the utility of point-of-care ultrasound in the diagnosis of Giant Cell Arteritis. Point-of-care ultrasound is familiar and readily available to most emergency physicians, and obtaining actionable images of the temporal artery requires minimal focused education. Further, this modality is of significant patient benefit as ultrasonographic results can be interpreted rapidly at the bedside (as opposed to temporal artery biopsy), and can guide the physician’s decision to initiate vision saving pharmacotherapeutics.

Given the increasing number of advanced age patients being seen in emergency departments and the broad differential headaches in this subpopulation can imply, we believe that the case and images presented in our report will appeal to the specific physicians who subscribe to Annals. Although prior research has quantified ultrasonographic arterial intima-media changes consistent with Giant Cell Arteritis, none have summarized the material for emergency medicine consumption and succinctly demonstrated its application with point-of-care ultrasound. Thus, our image report will allow your readers to visualize and understand the disease’s pathology, and ideally exhort interest in performing their own imaging studies.

We wish to confirm that there are no known conflicts of interest associated with this publication and there has been no significant financial support for this work that could have influenced its outcome. 

We confirm that we have given due consideration to the protection of intellectual property associated with this work and that there are no impediments to publication, including the timing of publication. In so doing we confirm that we have followed the regulations of our institution concerning intellectual property and patient confidentiality. We understand that the Corresponding Author is the sole contact for the editorial process (including Editorial Manager and direct communications with the office). He is responsible for communicating with the other authors about progress, submissions of revisions, and final approval of proofs.

Please address all correspondence concerning this submission to me at: tbatch@stanford.edu

Thank you for your consideration,

Dr. Timothy J. Batchelor, MD
Emergency Ultrasound Fellow, Department of Emergency Medicine
Stanford University
tbatch@stanford.edu
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